
Box Elder
Acer negundo

Medium tree 50-75' high, twigs smooth green to 
purplish, shiny, leaves opposite, compound, with 3-7 
leaflets dentate/serrate or lobed, top of leaf light 
green, underside pale green, may be smooth or hairy

Norway Maple
Acer plantanoides

Tall tree up to 90' tall; Silver 
Maple can be identified by its 
leaves that are opposite, 
simple, 3-6" across, 5-lobed, 
with a silvery underside. The 
bark of mature trees is scaly, 
and stems emit an odor when 
crushed.

Silver Maple
Acer saccharinium

This tree can be identified by its opposite, simple 
leaves, 4-7" high and wide, 5-lobed, that are sharply 
pointed at the tips, deciduous. Stems are stout, 
smooth, and olive brown in color. This tree is unusual 
in that it oozes a white sap from its broken-off leaves 
and stems.

The genus Acer is a group of trees and shrubs commonly referred to as maple. Plants in this genus 
have opposite, palmately lobed and veined leaves (Acer negundo has compound leaves ). 

Cross between Silver Maple 
and Red Maple

Acer freemanii

Red Maple can be identified by its 
leaves that are opposite, simple, 2-4" 
long and wide, 3-to 5-lobed, triangular 
ovate lobes, irregularly toothed, 
deciduous. Stems are glabrous , 
lenticelled , green to red-brown. 

 



Dark Bark

You can identify this tree by the leaves that are 
alternate, simple, 1.5"-3.5" long, doubly serrate, 
wedge-shaped, deciduous; buds are sometimes 
pubescent and chestnut brown in color.  The bark is 
not whte, usually red-brown to silver-gray.

River Birch
Betula nigra

Weeping Birch
Betula pendula

Cutleaf Weeping Birch
Betula pendula Dalecarlica

Betula Species
Birch

White Bark

Bright green leaves. 
White, peeling bark that 
becomes marked with 
black, rugged cracks as it 
gets older. Catkins are 
produced in Spring.

This is an easy to identify species. It is an upright 
tree, usually of one main trunk, ascending to over 50 
feet in height, with long, drooping branches. The bark 
is white, with dark horizontal lines. 

White Bark

Cutleaf weeping birch 
leaves are 1½ to 3 
inches long, 1 to 1½ 
inches wide, and 
deeply-serrated. The 
branches are long, 
very slender and 
pendulous. The bark 
is white. The trunk 
can either be divided 
or separated. The 
twigs are long, 
drooping, and 
hairless.  



Red Osier Dogwood
Cornus sericea

Russian Olive
Elaeagnus angustifolia

Fraxinus pennsylanica
Green Ash

Fraxinus Americana
White Ash

Opposite, compound leaf, 7-9 leaflets.
Leaves green on both sides.
Twigs hairless, often shiny. 

Deciduous shrub, grows up to 3 m 
Bright red stems 
Prefers stream banks and moist woods 
White flowers bloom throughout the spring 
and summer 

The simple, alternate, deciduous 
leaves are linear to oblong-
lanceolate, dull green and dotted 
with minute, silvery-gray scales 
above and beneath. Twigs are 
often thorny. 

Opposite, compound leaf, 5-9 leaflets.
Leaf pale, often white, on lower surface.
Bark tight with interwoven pattern of ridges and 
furrows. 



Honey Locust
Gleditsia triancanthos

Rocky Mountain Juniper
Juniperus scopulorum

Juniperus species Crabapple - Malus species
In comments put flower color, leaf 
color

You can identify this tree by its alternate, pinnately 
or bipinnately compound leaves, with 20 to 30 
oblong-lanceolate leaflets; stems are shining, 
reddish to greenish brown, usually streaked, zig-zag 
with enlarged nodes; fruit pods are 7-8" long, 
irregularly twisted, and strap-shaped. 

?

The general characteristics of the Crabapple are: usually 
deciduous; alternate branching; buds are ovoid, with 
several imbricate scales, usually reddish brown with hairs. 
Fruits are 2" or less in diameter to be considered a 
crabapple, if bigger, it is classified as an apple.  

You can identify this tree by its scale-like to sharp, 
awl-shaped leaves that smell like a cedar closet 
when crushed. The fruit on female plants is small, 
round, waxy-blue in color. Bark is greyish.

May be 30 feet tall.  The borders of the scales are 
smooth, not minutely toothed. The berries are bright 
blue with a white bloom and lack any reddish tint. The 
berries have 2 seeds.



Norway Spruce
Picea abies

Engleman Spruce
Picea englemannii

Colorado Spruce
Picea pungens

Nedles are stiff and pointed, 0.5" to 1" long.  Needles 
tend to point downwards and towards the stem tip; 
medium green in color.  Evergreen tree with horizontal 
branches and pendulous branchlets;
conical in shape; 40' to 60' tall and 35' to 30' wide 

White Spruce
Picea glauca

Needles are spread around stem, with more 
located above stem then below.  They are four 
sided and  0.75" to 1.25" long, very stiff and rigid. 
They are blue green to green color.  Branches tend 
to go to the ground. 

Needles are densely packed and bluish- or 
grayish-green in color   Needles are four-sided, 
about 1" long and have a rank odor when crushed.

Branches held horizontally.  Needles are stiff and 
pointed and approximately 0.5" to 0.75' long,
bluish-green or medium green in color. Crushed 
needles have a smell often described as "skunky" 
or somewhat like cat urine 
 



Mugo Pine
Pinus mugo

Austrian Pine
Pinus nigra

Scots Pine
Pinus sylvestris

Evergreen dwarfed tree from 5 to 20 feet tall.  
Rigid and slightly curved needles in bundles of 
2's.  Needles are 1 to 2" long and bright green 
color. 

Medium to large size.  
Needles in bunches of 2s.  
Color in dark army green, 
4" to 6" long, buds are 0.5 
to 1" long, light brown, 
resinous. 
 

Stiff,  green to blue-green needles.  2 needles 
per bundle.  Needles have a 360 degree twist 
and vary greatly in length, 1.5 to 4" long. 



Narrowleaf Cottonwood
Populus angustifolia

Black Cottonwood
Populus balsamifera 
'trichocarpa'

Eastern Cottonwood
Populus deltoides

Lombardy Poplar 
Populus nigra 'Italica'

Wide spreading tree.    Alternate leaf 
arrangement.  Simple, deciduous leaves.  
Triangular leaf shape; toothed edges; 2" to 5" 
long.  Green leaf color 

Columnar shaped tree.  Alternate leaf 
arrangement.  Smooth leaves with serrated 
leaf borders.  2" to 4" long; triangular leaf 
shape; bright green leaf color 

Narrowleaf has the narrowest leaf of all the 
cottonwoods - no more than 1.5 inches wide. 

Large, tall, deciduous tree up to 150 feet tall, the old 
bark dark grey and deeply furrowed. Alternate 
leaves thick, and oval to 6" long, leaf edge finely 
toothed, the under surface pale and often stained 
with patches of brown resin; the leaf stalks are 
round.



Carolina Poplar
Populus x canadensis

Quaking Aspen
Populus termuloides

Height can reach 150’, circumference up to 20’. 
Leaves heart-shaped, 3-5" long. Similar in 
appearance to cottonwood; large wedge shaped 
leaves, large sticky buds.

Alternate leaf arrangement, simple, deciduous 
leaves.  Circularleaf shape,1.5" to 3" long 
Finely serrated leaf margins, glacescent leaf 
underside,  dark green leaf color.   Slender, 
reddish brown stems and greenish-gray smooth 
bark



Flowering Plum
Prunus cerasifera 'Newport'

Sargent Cherry
Prunus sargentii

12' to 25' tall; up to 20' wide.  
The 2- to 4-inch-long leaves are simple, alternate 
and sharply doubly-serrate along the margins. The 
upper leaf surface is dark green and smooth; the 
lower paler and slightly downy. Leaf stalks are often 
downy.  It has white flowers and blooms in April. 
 

A small, deciduous tree 15' to 28' tall.  Leaves 
emerge bronzy-purple, then change to dark purple. 
Flowers are dainty and whitish-pink. 

Prunus padus 
A deciduous ornamental 
cherry tree that typically 
grows 20-40’ tall with a 
rounded crown. Fragrant 
white flowers in 
pendulous 3-6” long 
clusters  appear after the 
foliage emerges in 
spring. Flowers are 
followed by astringent, 
pea-sized, black cherries 
which ripen in mid-
summer.  Serrate, dull 
dark green leaves (to 4” 
long) are egg-shaped.

Mayday Tree
Prunus virginiana 
Chokecherry

Chokecherry is a deciduous shrub 
or small tree up to 30 feet high. 
Leaves are alternate, egg-shaped 
or broadly oval, sharply serrated, 
pointed at the tip, and rounded at 
the base. Several white flowers, 
in an elongated cluster. Twigs are 
gray in color at maturity and have 
grayish dot-like protrusions.  

Alternate leaf arrangement  with simple, deciduous 
leaves, serrate margins, and egg-shaped leaves. 3" to 
5" long.  Purplish new growth; dark green leaf color, 
pink blossoms. 

Plum
Prunus americana



Bur Oak
Quercus macrocarpa

Peachleaf Willow
Salix amygdaloides

Leaves are alternate, simple, lance-shape, light 
green; stems are long, pendulous, and reddish 
brown.  This tree grows 30 to 40' tall and wide, 
with a weeping habit.   

Small to medium-sized tree to 40 ft tall, often with 
several trunks. Twigs thin, flexible, shiny, gray or 
yellowish. Branches spreading to drooping, yellowish 
becoming dark brown with age. Leaves yellowish-
green above, pale- or white below, egg-shapped or 
lance-shaped leaves, .2-3 long  Clusters emerging with 
the leaves. 

Mountain Ash
Sorbus aucuparia

Typically 20' to 40' tall and round or egg-
shaped.  Main trunk is often short, becoming 
very multi-branched.
Leaves are alternately arranged and pinnately 
compound, 5" to 9" long.  9 to 15 leaflets is 
most common.  Leaflets are .75" to 2.5" long 
with a pointed oval shape.  Edges of leaflets 
are serrated toward the tips,dark green above, 
frosty green below.

Somewhat columnar in youth.  70 to 80' tall 
Alternate leaf arrangement,  4 to 10" long,
2 to 3 pairs of rounded lobes;dark green 
leaf color .

Weeping Willow
Salix babylonica



American Arborvitae
Thuja occidentalis

Oriental Arborvitae
Thuja orientalis

Littleleaf Linden
Tilia cordata

Oriental Arborvitae is identifiable by its flat, scale-
like foliage, arranged in vertical sprays. The fruit 
is egg-shaped, green turning blue in color, with 
horn-like projections on it.

American Linden
Tilia americana

Leaves are evergreen, scale-like, abruptly pointed, 
on alternate branchlets that are compressed, flat, 
sprays arranged horizontally. Cones are oblong, 
light brown,1/3 - 1/2" long with 8 - 10 scales.  
American Arborvitaes are slow to medium growing 
trees to large shrubs, with a dense, broad 
pyramidal habit, single to multi-stemmed, 
ascending branches.

Littleleaf Lindens have alternate, simple leaves, 1.5 - 
3" long, cordate, and sharply serrate. Stems are 
slender, greenish brown, and glabrous. 

American Linden can be identified by its alternate, 
simple, ovate, 4-8" long, coarsly serrate leaves. 
Stems are smooth, shiny, and somewhat zigzag. 
Flowers and fruit are pendulous, attached to a wing-
like structure by a petiole. Foliage turns pale yellow in 
fall.



American Elm
Ulmus americana

Camperdown Elm
Ulmus glabra 'camperdownii'

Siberian Elm
Ulmus siberian

American Elm can be identified by its alternate, 
simple, elliptic to ovate, 3 - 6" long, doubly serrate 
leaves. The leaves have an asymmetrical base and 
are somewhat pubescent. Stems and buds are red-
brown. Fruit is an elliptic-ovate samara occurring in 
late spring. 

Camperdown Elm is a wide, weeping  tree that will 
branch to the ground. Leaves alternate, simple, 
oblong-egg-shaped to elliptic, 7.5-18 cm long (larger 
than U. americana), very unequal at base, dark green 
above with a fine sandpaper surface. 

Leaf: Alternate, simple, elliptical to egg-shaped, singly 
serrated margin, small leaves 1 to 2 1/2 inches in length, 
dark green and smooth above, paler and smooth below. 

Flower: Small, pale green clusters occurring in early 
spring before leaves. 

Fruit: Thin wafer-like samara, nearly round, notched at 
top, 1/2 inch in diameter appearing in May, initially pale 
green, later turning light brown. 


